


THE HISTORY

The endless "Thousand Miles" race
A stupendous interactive museum in Brescia that is continuously renewed

he new museum , opened tO rhe

public on lO November 2004,

provides a vivid historical record

of the "M ille M iglia," or

"Thousand M iles," rhe legendary

automobile race based in B rescia,

as parr of an ambitious cultural

and educational projecr rhar acquainrs

visitors w ith an extraordinary sporting

evento A t the sam e rim e ittakes an up-

dose look at Italian history, culture

and custom s in the years berween

1927 and 1957, induding references

and presentations of monuments and

by Roberto Mazietti

DirectorUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAo f the museum

T h e m u s e u m 's lo g o a n d , a b o v e ,

a n O M 6 6 5 e n t it te d "S u p e rb a ." O n th e fa c in g

p a g e , th e ra c ln g o u tf it w o rn b y

T a z io N u v o la r i in 1 9 3 0 a n d th e s ta r t in g p o in t

o f th e M u s e u m 's e x h ib it s e q u e n c e .

poinrs of inreresr in che cities and

regions through which rhe race passed

in the differenr years ir w as held.

The idea of creating a museum on the

subjecr of rhe "Red A rrow" evenr has

been pursued by rhe A ssociation for

the Thousand M iles M useum , an

organisation established by rhe

"Friends of rhe Thousand M iles" and

by rhe Automobile C lub ofB rescia in

December of 1996. This non-profit

association brings tOgether roughly

forty businessm en from Brescia, and

Ugo Gussalli Beretta, the Presidenr of
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Conceived of and created by an association whose m embers include Ugo Gussalli Beretta

Beretta S .p .A ., is one of the founders.

The museum complex is housed in the

Sant'Eufem ia monastery - a valuable

archaeological site first constructed by

Benedicrine monks in m e year 1008 -

and ir consisrs of a roofed area

m easuring 5,600 square m erers, plus

an internai, open-air space of roughly

equal size. There is an exposition area

of approxim ately 3,500 square m erres,

plus zones set aside for a book shop

and the "M ille M iglià ' Tavern, along

w ith room s for m eerings, conventions

and presentations.

The "Thousand M iles" M useum of

the C ity ofB rescia rakes a modern,

educarional and enterraining

approach to acquainting visitors w ith

the history, costum es and adventures

of a period of our history, in the form

of a chronologicallayour thar follow s

a red road. M arked on the floor,

th is rom e w inds its w ay rhrough

all the sections of the exhibit,

The journey is divided into

nine different rim e periods

(severi regarding the

Thousand M iles of 1927-

1957, one the Thousand M iles

of 1958-1961, and one rhe

modern-day Thousand

L

l :

I
~

M iles), plus a connecring secrion on

W orld W ar II and rhe post-w ar

reconstrucrion. There is a

cornpurerised station for

each secrion, offering

inform arion, race

srandings and library

im ages from Rai

Television 's "Luce"

Instirute, plus a series of

screens w irh film footage

from the periodo

Thanks to rhe work of

Ezio Zerm iani, rhe audio texts

are kept up to date.

In addition to documents

and artefacts taken from

rhe historical archives of

the Thousand M iles, rhe

exposition m aterials

include - for each

section - historic cars

owned by privare

parries, period

garm ents and

accessories eirher

donated or loaned

by form er

participants or orher museum s. The

Tazio Nuvolari M useum , for example,

has lent a racing ourfir of rhe "Flying

M anruan", w inner of the race in 1930

and 1933, complete w irh the good-

luck turtle that Nuvolari received

from Gabriele D 'Annunzio.

Count G iannino M arzono, w inner of

rhe Thousand M iles in 1950 and

1953, has given the M useum some of

his m ementos and cups, while the

Bonfanti M useum has donated a

compressor used for rapid refuelling

by rhe M arzotto team in 1953.

Exhibited in rhe museum room s are a

large number of objects that belonged

to the heroes of "the world 's m ost

beautiful race." An especially popular

piece is a canary-yellow jersey, w ith a

crest in the colours of the Italian flag,

worn by Eugenio Castellorri during

his victorious run in the 1956

Thousand M iles at rhe wheel of a

Ferrari 290. Each section exhibits

vehicles from rhe period in questiono

H ighlights include a pair of A lfa

Romeos, rhe RL SS MM of 1927 and

the 8C 2300 Zagaro from the A lfa
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A space for motorcycles and B rescia has been opened, w ith M I-VAL models from the 1950 's

Romeo M useum , a vehicle identical to

the one driven ro victory by Nuvolari

in 1933, plus a 1938 BMW 328, on

Ioan from the M useum of the Bavarian

M anufacrurer, a 1954 M aserati A6

GCS, a 1955 Ferrari 750 M onza and

the famous "gull w ings" M ercedes-

Benz 300 SL . The most acclaim ed

piece, exhibited in a room alI its own,

is narurally the O .M . 665 Superba,

not only because it w as the w inner in

rhe first year of the race, bur also on

account of the fact thar ir w as built in

B rescia, in what is now the Iveco

plant. N ew features introduced in

recent months include a Iarge electric

track on which 1I32-scale models of

the cars that competed in the

Thousand M iles can be raced by

visitors using push-button controls.

In celebration of its first year of

operation, the M useum has set aside a

space dedicated to motorcycles and

B rescia, w ith an exposition ofbikes

built in the 1950 's by the M I-VAL

company ofGardone Valtrornpia, a

subsidiary of Beretta, plus m ementosUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

U p p e r le t t , th e m o n a s t ic c o m p le x o f S a n t 'E u fe m ia , w h ic h h o ld s th e M u s e u m . T o th e r lg h t, u g o

G u s s a lli B e re tta w ith G ia c o m o B o n te m p i, tw o o f th e M u s e u m 's fo u n d e rs . L o w e r le t t , a "V ic to r ia "

g a s p u m p fro m th e la te 1 9 3 0 's . A b o v e , a w o o d s ilh o u e tte o f th e B M W 3 2 8 T o u r in g , w in n e r o f th e

ra c e in 1 9 4 0 . O n th e fa c in g p a g e , a F ia t 8 V V ig n a le fro m th e 1 9 5 0 's .
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The M useum shall serve as a centre of motor culture

How to reach the

museum

Prepared in the form er monastery of

Sanr'Eufem ia, founded in the year 1008, The

Sant'Eufem ia district is located in the eastern

portion of the C ity of B rescia, on State

Roadway 45-b, "Gardesana Occidentale:'

By car: Follow the road signs for "S ,

Eufem ia." From M ilan, exit A4 "B rescia

Centro;" from Verona, exit A4 "B rescia Est;"

from Turin-P iacenza, exit A21 "B rescia

Centro ,"

By bus: From the city: the 3 line

(final destination Rezzato) and rhe Il line,

Open hours:

Wìnter: 9 am - 6 pm

Third Friday of the month: 9 am - 9:30 pm ;

Summer: 9:30 am - 6:30 pm

Third Friday of the rnonth: 9:30 am - lO

pm ;

C losed: M ondays

Full-price ticket: lO euro;

visitors over 65, students betw een 13 and 18

years of age: 8 euro;

Italian Automobile C lub members w ith valid

m embership card in their nam e: 6 euro.

and im ages of the motorcycle racers

who racked up dozens of victories on

these m achines, Though not strictly

pertinent to the "Red A rrow" race, the

exhibit is part of a larger effort to

transform rhe M useum into a centre

devoted to the culture of motors and

mobiIity . The exposition m ateriais on

fashion, custom s, politics and

technoIogy provide an overview of life

in the early 20th century sure to

interest a larger segm ent of the public

than racing enthusiasts alone.

The 21,000 visitors registered by rhe

M useum in its first year include

numerous fam ilies, plus an impressive

fem ale presence. A key factor in the

financiai support of the M useum is the

Ieasing of its room s for m eetings,

conferences and assemblies, as well as

m eetings of companies and clubs. In

its tw elve months of operation, more

than 110 ourside events have been

held at the M useum .
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